
Fachbereich 10 
Fremdsprachendidaktik Englisch 

Making plurilingualism accessible:  
teaching plurilingual literature(s) in the 
language classroom.









foreign language  
Fremdsprache 
une langue étrangère 
främmande språk 
lingua aliena



Two distinct perspectives

1. “native speaker“ of (only) German 
2. plurilingual student 



Two distinct aims?

1. “native speaker“ of (only) German 
2. plurilingual student 



Aims

! realize that the German L1-nation state relationship is the exception in a global 
perspective 

!acknowledge the existence and necessity for plurilingual communities in other 
countries and in Germany  

!understand the complexity of plurilingual situations and experiences  
!assess the advantages and chances of plurilingualism 
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Aims

! realize that the German L1-nation state relationship is the exception in a global 
perspective 

!

For plurilingual students

! realize that the German L1-nation state relationship is the exception in a global 
perspective 

!acknowledge the existence and necessity for plurilingual communities in other 
countries and in Germany  

!understand the multitude of plurilingual situations and experiences  
!assess the advantages and chances of plurilingualism  
! feel represented by classroom discussion 



How do we achieve that? 



How do we achieve that? 

Teaching Literature (choosing the “right“ books) 



Book suggestions

Trevor Noah “Born A Crime“ (2016) 
Michael Donkor “Hold“ (2018) 
Ann Jaramillo “La Línea“ (2006)  



Trevor Noah “Born A Crime“ (2016)







Michael Donkor “Hold“ [“Housegirl“] 
(2018)









“Keep your subtitley magic going“ (p. 87)



Ann Jaramillo “La Línea“ (2006)  





What have we seen? 

!Literature is a useful vehicle for discussing plurilingualism.  
!Suitable books are available from different contexts.  
!Good literature enables students to adopt other perspectives. 



Thank you for your attention!


